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Sensor needs to be thin (< 20mm) 



(57) Abstract: A capacilive sensor for mount- 
ing to a body, particularly a body such as a van 
door. The sensor has a sensor plate to which a 
first signal is applied. A first guard plate is in- 
terposed between the sensor plate and the body, 
and a second guard plate is interposed between 
the first guard plate and the body. The first and 
second guard plates each have signals applied 
thereto which are the same or at least similar 
to the first signal applied to the sensor plate. 
In this way, the second guard plate acts as a 
rear guard to the first guard and reduces its ca- 
pacitance lo ground. This reduces the current 
drawn by the first guard, allowing it to more ac- 
curately track the signal on the sensor and con- 
sequently better mask the sensor plate from the 
body. 
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